
  

 
 
March 19, 2020 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
177Q continues to be proactive in taking the necessary steps to address the ongoing impact of the                 
unprecedented health crisis on your family, specifically your child(ren)’s education. Thank you for your              
support, understanding and patience as we navigate these troubling days together.  
 
As we move to a remote learning platform, I want to assure you that 177Q stands ready to support and                    
assist you and your child(ren) in any way that we can. 177Q will be closed until April 20, 2020 and all                     
instruction will be conducted online. We recognize that this situation we are in will require modifications                
and adjustments, particularly if schools are closed for an extended period of time. We understand that it                 
is not possible to replicate classroom instruction that occurs when school is in session. However, remote                
learning activities can be effective in providing learning continuity while schools are closed.  
 
We will monitor this situation closely and will communicate with you regularly. The Administrative              
Leadership Team is meeting regularly throughout this time of online learning, and I have the utmost                
confidence in our school teachers, faculty and staff that they will continue to deliver educational               
opportunities that will inspire your child(ren).  
 
In keeping with our commitment to provide you with updated information during this evolving situation,               
I would like to address the expectations and responsibilities for remote learning: 
 

1. Our teachers and providers will begin to share direct guidance, instruction and therapy with              
students and families beginning Monday, March 23, 2020. Students, with the assistance of their              
families, are expected to participate in daily activities assigned by their teachers and related              
service providers on Google Classroom and in a tele-conferencing format.  

 
2. All teachers will be providing daily assignments and activities in most subject areas.  

 
3. Your child(ren)’s physical wellness is utmost important during this time. Physical activity has             

been embedded in their daily schedules during the school day. We are asking that you provide                
opportunities in the day for your child(ren) to continue with a modified fitness program.  

 
4. Our parent coordinator Veronica Polis VPolis@schools.nyc.gov will provide guidance for families 

who may need assistance during this time.  
 

5. For more information on all issues related to COVID-19 (Coronavirus) crisis, the best resource 
will always be https://www.schools.nyc.gov/search-results?keyword=covid-19 
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6. If students are having technical issues with one of the instructional platforms, devices, or their               
accounts please email Rick Chiarello RChiare@schools.nyc.gov or your classroom team. The           
parent helpdesk email system will be monitored from 8:00am to 2:50 pm Monday-Friday. A              
response should be received within 24 hours. If we need to speak with you, we will arrange a                  
specific time to call.  

 
7. IEP Conferences will be held. Parents/Guardians will be contacted to participate in their child’s              

IEP conference remotely (over the phone). Please contact our IEP Coordinator Mr. Shelby Dua              
Sdua2@schools.nyc.gov or your classroom team with any questions. More information on these            
services will be communicated with your classroom teachers.  

 
8. Attendance will be taken daily through Google Classroom/Forms by our classroom staff. It is              

important that students are actively engaged in virtual learning each and every day to get credit                
for attending.  

 
Should you have any questions regarding our Continuity for Instruction Plan and assignments please              
contact your child’s teacher. 

  
We recognize that life for all of us has changed for the foreseeable future, and at this time of national                    
crisis, it is important that we stay connected as a community of faith as we work together on behalf of                    
our children. Over the coming days and weeks, information will be shared as quickly and as completely                 
as possible, while striving first and foremost for accuracy.  
 
Thank you for your patience during these challenging circumstances. We are counting down the days till                
we see our students again.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Christopher Duffy 
Principal 177Q 
Cduffy7@schools.nyc.gov 
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